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Sunday tragedy near Wilno
By Terry Fleurie

Staff Writer
Wilno -- The investigation of a 

fatal fire at a residence on Mountain 
View Road in Killaloe, Hagarty and 
Richards (KHR) Township on Sunday 
afternoon that left one person dead 
continued yesterday by members of 
the Ontario Fire Marshal’s Office, 
the Office of the Coroner, the Ontario 
Provincial Police Forensic Identi-
fication Services, and the Renfrew 
County Crime Unit.

The identification of the victim was 
pending the results of a post mortem 
but it is generally known the victim 
was Ambrose Ostroskie, the owner 
of the property and a long-time care-
taker at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Wilno.

At approximately 3:40 p.m. Sun-
day, the KHR Fire Department was 
dispatched to a structure fire at 3909 
Mountain View Road.

“It came through as a structure fire 
with injuries,” Fire Chief Bob Gareau 
said.

Seventeen of the township’s 21 
firefighters responded from both the 
Killaloe and Round Lake stations 
with a full complement of equipment 
including three pumper tankers, a 
bush truck, a tanker, and the rescue 
van.

“It was fully engulfed,” he said of 
the conditions when firefighters ar-
rived on scene.

Chief Gareau said that did not nec-
essarily mean it had been burning for 
some time before it was noticed.

“You get these old buildings, they 
go up pretty quickly and the heat 
was intense.

 “You could feel it from the road 
and that’s 100 yards,” he added. “One 
truck went up and had to turn around 
and come back down, it was so hot.”

He said while someone said it was 
a log home, he did not believe that to 
be accurate.

“I actually saw frame structure. Had 
it been a log structure, we would see 
log residue at the bottom.

“The flames were about two-and-a-
half storeys, but I don’t know if it was 
a one or two-storey house.”

Chief Gareau said a passerby who 
called in the fire advised firefighters 
there was someone at the scene, but 
they did not know where they were.

“The body was actually outside 
between the house and whatever that 
upper out-building was. It was maybe 
three or four feet from the main door.” 

He put out a call for Mutual Aid 
to Madawaska Valley Township for 
more personnel to assist with fight-
ing the fire that had started to spread 
into the nearby bush and men and 
equipment were dispatched from the 
Combermere Station.

“This was getting pretty close to the 
end of our township. We didn’t need 
any more gear, we just needed people.

“The house was on fire and then it 
jumped to another building. I don’t 
know what it was, maybe a garage 
or storage shed,” he added. “It’s on a 
side hill and it was cleared all around 
the house but there’s forest all around, 
and it started jumping to the forest on 
three sides.”

While KHR personnel had the bush 
fire essentially out, MV firefighters 
helped ensure it was extinguished and 
thoroughly checked. 

The department drew water from a 
nearby ditch and pumped it to a porta-
tank that had been set up at the scene. 
He stressed water was never an issue 
at any time.

Due to the extent of the damage, he 
said it is not probable a cause of the 
fire will ever be determined, but it 
was not considered to be suspicious 
in nature. He said a high hoe was be-
ing brought to the scene on Tuesday 
to clear some of the debris to allow 
investigators better access. 

There were two units from the 
County of Renfrew paramedics on 
scene at different times. No members 
of either department required medical 
attention.  

Chief Gareau said he and three 
members of the department remained 
on scene until approximately 8:30 
Sunday night when they were cleared 
by the Fire Marshal’s Office. 

“We released most of the other guys 
around 6 o’clock,” he said. 

Well known member of community, former church custodian believed to have perished in afternoon fire

By Debbi Christinck
Staff Writer

Petawawa -- The Ontario Provincial 
Police are continuing to search for a 
young woman who fell into the Pet-
awawa River on Sunday afternoon. 

The OPP responded to a call about 
4 p.m. stating the unidentified woman 
had entered the Petawawa River 
from the old railway bridge in Pet-
awawa. At this time, police believe 
the person who entered the river is a 
female teenager from the Petawawa 
area.  

“We believe it is a 17-year-old 
girl who was reported missing later 
that Sunday night,” Const. Shawn 
Peever of the Upper Ottawa Valley 
OPP said.

Police will not be able to make a 
positive identification until the teen 
is found, he stressed. 

The search continued on Monday 
with assistance from members of 
OPP’s Underwater Search and Recov-
ery Unit (USRU). A helicopter from 
OPP’s Aviation Service Unit will also 
be taking part in the search.  

The circumstances leading to her 
entering the water remain under in-

vestigation. There were unconfirmed 
reports she may have dropped her cell 
phone and was attempting to retrieve 
it when she fell into the river.

It is believed she entered the water 
from the old CP railroad bridge. This 
bridge is located upstream from the 
Petawawa Boulevard Bridge. Const. 
Peever explained there are two bridg-
es there, a footbridge and the railway 
bridge before that. 

The water is extremely fast moving 
along the Petawawa River, so much 
so that extensive erosion has occurred 
along the riverbank, compromising 
a building further down the river. 
Const. Peever said the OPP are advis-
ing the public to stay away from the 
riverbanks. 

“We have seen what the erosion 
can do,” he said. “The riverbanks are 
too unstable. We don’t want another 
person in the river.”

Petawawa Mayor Bob Sweet said 
the incident took place about the 
same time as a building was being 
demolished along the Petawawa River 
because of erosion concerns. 

“So police, ambulance and fire were 
on this instantly,” he said. 

Mayor Sweet said he understood 
she entered the water above where 
the erosion had taken place along 
the river. 

“It is a very tragic situation,” he said. 
The municipality has been expe-

riencing unprecedented high water 
levels along both the Petawawa River 
and the Ottawa River. As a result, the 
town has blocked off access to Cen-
tennial Park and Petawawa Point and 
are urging people to stay away from 
fast moving water. 

“It is a very volatile situation,” he 
said. “We have had some nice days in 
terms of weather, but the water is still 
way above normal levels.”

People need to stay away from the 
water and embankments which could 
be compromised. 

“The water is coming at such a 
speed it is undermining the banks,” 
he said. “In the summertime it is no 
big problem but with the magnitude 
of these floods and the temperature of 
the water it is not safe.”

Anyone with information regarding 
this incident is asked to contact the 
Upper Ottawa Valley OPP at 1-888-
310-1122.  

Search continues for missing 
teen in the Petawawa River

A member of the Petawawa Fire Department was among several first responders who searched for a teen-
ager who fell into the fast-moving Petawawa River Sunday afternoon. As of press time Tuesday, emergency 
responders were continuing their search.       Photo: Mike Yeas

When firefighters arrived at a residence on Mountainview Road between Killaloe and Wilno Sunday after-
noon, the structure was totally engulfed in flames. A body was later discovered outside the residence  and 
although unconfirmed, it is believed to be the owner and occupant, Ambrose Ostroskie, a former custodian 
at St. Mary’s Church in Wilno who was well known in the area.                                  Photo submitted.

Fire near Wilno claims life

Search for drowning victim continues


